The study was conducted at the dental clinic of Obafemi Awolowo University Teaching Hospital Complex, IleIfe. A total of 100 carious samples were collected from children of varying age and sexes. The bacteria isolated were S. mutans: 45.6%, Lactobacillus spp: 41.2% and S. aureus: 13.2%. Out of the 100 samples, 88(5) had mixed growth of bacteria and the common bacteria combinations were S. mutans and Lactobacillus spp.(43.2%) , S. mutans and.S. aureus (38.6%) and Lactocillus spp and S. aureus (18.2%)The distribution pattern of dental caries in relation to gender showed a higher frequency in females than males with the initiator S. mutans having 565.8% in female and 44.2% in males. The organisms appear to be more prevalent in children of 6-10 years considering the initiator S. mutans being 73.1% while ages 1-5 years were least affected with 5.8%. prevalence. Pefloxacin, Chloramphenicol, Ceftriaxone and Ciprofloxacin are most effective against the caries-inducing organisms with an average susceptibility range of 76.1% to 92.2%.
INTRODUCTION
Dental caries is one of the most common disorders in the world, second only to common cold. It is the most important cause of tooth loss in younger people due to high dependence on dietary sucrose and frequency of eating, 1 Caries is a disintegration of the teeth beginning at the surface and progressing inwards.
Caries is not caused by a single organisms, rather it results from the damage caused by complex micro-organisms. There is however a central role for S. mutans in the initiation of dental caries.
S. mutans, Lactobacilli and
Antinomycetes have been reported to play a role in the pathogenesis of dental caries. 2 were studied and swabs were obtained. The study included the documentation of age and sex of the subjects.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

STUDY DESIGN
SAMPLE COLLECTION AND PROCESSING
A total of one hundred samples were obtained All isolates were characterized using the scheme of Chessbrough 5 and Cowan 6 . Susceptibility to antimicrobial agents were done by the disk diffusion method using Diagnostic Sensitivity
Testing (DST) agar as described by NCCLS 7 . 
RESULTS
Bacteria
DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The results obtained showed that children are affected by dental caries as they advanced in age, and this is in line with the reports of Gabris 2 et al emphasizing that the frequency of dental caries increases steadily until 15years or so and then diminishes in early adulthood.
Streptococcus mutans appear as the most common organism associated with dental caries and closely followed by Lactobacillus spp as revealed in table 1. This high percentage of S.
mutan supports previous reports of some researchers (8, 9) that the initiation and progression of dental caries is closely associated with S.
mutans. It can therefore be inferred S. mutans
play an important role in the aetiology of caries in human.
In the present study, Lactobacillus was not found caries offered by the use of these antibiotics.
RECOMMENDATIONS
As dental caries is reappearing in many countries as public health crisis, the following steps can be taken to curtail the disease:-
Information:-
The passage information in health system is the basis of health education and therefore efforts should be intensified on oral health education in schools as this will interrupt the currently progressing rate of dental caries among children.
The general public should be well informed about the importance of good oral hygiene.
Pregnant women and nursing mothers should be educated on the mode of transmission of normal flora from their mouth to their children.
Chewing sticks for tooth cleaning should be encouraged as they have been shown to have inhibitory effect t on microbial flora causing dental caries. Import of foreign method of tooth cleaning should not be overemphasized.
Diet:-
While emphasizing sugar in the case of dental caries development, the role of balanced diet in the maintenance of good health cannot be over looked. The rate of consumption of sugar can be reduced by restricting to the meal times since it is impossible and quite impracticable to totally stop the consumption of sugar. Calcium in diet has the potentials of building stronger teeth. 
Dental check-up:-
A periodic dental check-up at least twice a year for growing children should be encouraged.
Dentists should endeavour to visit schools (Nursery, Primary and Secondary) for check-ups on growing children.
Microbial Monitoring:-
As science is dynamic, the periodic monitoring of the oral microbial flora and their drug sensitivity pattern should be carried out and necessary information passed to the public.
Dental caries, though a disease of great antiquity is not a disease of the past since it is reappearing in many countries as a public health crisis. It is therefore important that the public health be taught on prevention, early recognition (visible white spot on the tooth with excruciating pain) and reporting to dental clinic for proper prognosis. This underscores the need for laboratory diagnosis, confirmation of dental caries and the antibiograms of incriminating micro-organisms for proper management of patients and to reduce the development of resistant strains or multiple resistance to antibiotics.
